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About London

London, city, capital of the United Kingdom. It is among the oldest of the world’s great cities.its
history spanning nearly two millennia and one of the most cosmopolitan. By far Britain's largest
metropolis, it is also the country’s economic, transportation, and cultural centre.

The population of London already exceeded one million by 1800. A century later it reached 6.5
million. The city’s physical expansion was not constrained either by military defenses or by the
intervention of state power Although much of the land around London was owned by the
aristocracy, the church, and other institutions with feudal roots, its development was the work of
unfettered capitalism driven by the housing demands of the rising middle class.Finally, London’s
administrative boundaries were redrawn to incorporate almost the entire physical metropolis,
resulting in present-day Greater London.

The London familiar to international visitors is a much smaller place than that. Tourist traffic
concentrates on an area defined by the main attractions, each drawing between one and seven
million visitors in the course of the year: Buckingham Palace, the British Museum, the National
Gallery, Westminster Abbey, Madame Tussaud’s waxwork collection, the Tower of London, the
three great South Kensington museums (Natural History, Science, and Victoria and Albert), and
the Tate galleries.






