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Abstract (600 word limits)

Canada is endowed with abundant natural resources and has among the world’s most productive
agriculture and forestry sectors. Despite its abundance, biomass is not being utilized to its full
potential due to lack of supply chain logistics and low fossil fuel prices. The Biomass Quality
Network Canada (BQNC) was established in 2016 through funding from Agriculture Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC) to support the advancement of the Canadian bioproducts industry in four main
sectors: Biochemicals, Bioenergy, Biofuels and Biomaterials. BQNC supports the Canada’s bio-
products industry by enabling the selection, creation, adoption and maintenance of a central database
of internationally recognized quality control and assurance standards in coordination with other
national and international standards organizations. Bioenergy has been part of the Canadian energy
scene for more than 25 years, ranging from heat and power cogeneration, wood pellets, to liquid
biofuels. The recent federal and provincial government directives on fossil carbon emission reduction
are likely going to be the key drivers for the development of bioenergy markets in Canada. The talk
will highlight the key findings of the BQNC bioenergy sector sub-committee pertaining to biomass
resource availability and bioenergy potential with the aim of bridging the gap between supply chain,
fuel (quality) and equipment suitability with a focus on central / western Canada. Suitable
recommendation on quality grading of common Canadian agricultural residues vis-avis ISO/TC238
classification will also be presented
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