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Abstract (600 word limits) 

Background: The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting people with dementia in numerous ways. 

Nevertheless, there is a paucity of research on the COVID-19 impact on people with dementia and 

their care partners.  

Objective: Using Twitter, the purpose of this study is to understand the experiences of COVID-19 for 

people with dementia and their care partners.  

Methods: We collected tweets on COVID-19 and dementia using the GetOldTweets application in 

Python from February 15 to September 7, 2020. Thematic analysis was used to analyze the tweets.  

Results: From the 5063 tweets analyzed with line-by-line coding, we identified 4 main themes 

including (1) separation and loss; (2) COVID-19 confusion, despair, and abandonment; (3) stress and 

exhaustion exacerbation; and (4) unpaid sacrifices by formal care providers. Conclusions: There is an 

imminent need for governments to rethink using a one-size-fits-all response to COVID-19 policy and 

use a collaborative approach to support people with dementia. Collaboration and more evidence-

informed research are essential to reducing COVID-19 mortality and improving the quality of life for 

people with dementia and their care partners. 

 Biography (200 word limit) 

COVID-19 Volunteer Psychologist for Frontline Healthcare Providers - https://cpa.ca/corona-

virus/psychservices/#Saskatchewan 

Alzheimer Society Canada Dementia and COVID-19 Task Force member - 

https://alzheimer.ca/en/Home/Living-with-dementia/managing-through-covid-19/covid-19-and-

dementia-task-force 

Journal of Alzheimers 

Disease & Parkinsonism 

16th World Congress On  

Alzheimers & Dementia  

September 22-23, 2022 |Dublin, Ireland 

ISSN: 2161-0460 

Volume 12| ISSUE 1 

https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/ 



Associate Member, Canadian Centre for Health and Safety in Agriculture, Medicine 

Clinical Psychologist, Neuropsychology - Rural and Remote Memory Clinic (RRMC) 

http://www.cchsa-ccssma.usask.ca/ruraldementiacare/rrmc.html 

PI - Team 15 Rural - RRMCi https://bit.ly/memoryclinic 

Canadian Consortium on Neurodegneration in Aging (CCNA) http://ccna-

ccnv.ca/en/research/theme-3/ 

Co-I - Rural Dementia Action Research (RaDAR) team http://www.cchsa-

ccssma.usask.ca/ruraldementiacare/investigators.html 

PI - VideoTherapy Analysis Laboratory (ViTAL) http://ssrl.usask.ca/vital/ 

Member - Psychology Working Group & Methodology Working Group - Canadian Longitudinal Study 

on Aging (CLSA) https://www.clsa-elcv.ca/ 

References  

1. Suárez-González A, Livingston G, Low LF, Cahill S, Hennelly N, Dawson WD, et al. Impact and 

mortality of COVID-19 on people living with dementia: cross-country report. International Long-Term 

Care Policy Network. 2020. URL: https:/ /ltccovid.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ International-

report-on-the-impact-of-COVID-19-on-people-living-with-dementia-19-August-2020.pdf[accessed 

2020-10-19]  

2. ONS report shows 52% increase in excess deaths of people dying of dementia – Alzheimer’s 

Society comments. Alzheimer's Society. 2020. URL: https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/news/2020-06-

05/ ons-report-shows-52-increase-excess-deaths-people-dying-dementia-alzheimers-society 

[accessed 2020-10-23]  

3. COVID-19 deaths disproportionately affecting people with dementia. Alzheimer's Disease 

International. 2020. URL: https:/ /www.alzint.org/news/covid-19-deaths-disproportionately-

affecting-people-with-dementia/ [accessed 2020-10-23]  

4. Azarpazhooh MR, Amiri A, Morovatdar N, Steinwender S, Rezaei Ardani A, Yassi N, et al. 

Correlations between COVID-19 and burden of dementia: an ecological study and review of 

literature. J Neurol Sci 2020 Sep 15;416:117013 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1016/j.jns.2020.117013] 

[Medline: 32659508]  

5. Older adults. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2020. 

URL:https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/ need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html 

[accessed 2020-10-21] 

Organization / University Logo 

  

https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/ 

https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/
https://alzheimers-dementia.euroscicon.com/

