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Abstract (300 word limit)

Biodiversity is a well-known parameter of ecosystem stability and sustainability. For obvious reasons, its conservation has become a major global challenge. India, credited with 10 bio-geographic regions and 4 of the 36 “Biodiversity Hotspots”, has become the favoured place for invasion by exotic plant species, impacting biodiversity loss. Though not a new phenomenon, invasion of Alien Invasive Species (IAS) has gained momentum during the last 3 decades because of several reasons. The magnitude of its major impact on biodiversity loss and consequential ecosystem integrity and ecology varies, depending upon the geographical features of the area, population density and type of landscape. Being a signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity, India is seriously concerned about the control of IAS in this era of globalization and economic integration. However, like many other countries, we lack data on total area occupied by alien plants and even on total number of such species in any of the states/UTs, apart from the quantum of damage to biodiversity. Of course, no individual/a group of individuals or an institution alone can undo the damage or prevent it from further deterioration. It demands long-term strategies, global partnership and collaborative actions It is proposed to share about the Invasive Alien Plants (including neo-invasives), discuss the major issues, difficulties, possible solutions and the efforts of India so as to control their spread. 
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Distribution of Invasive trees &woody
shrubs from and to various Ecozones

Ecozone Pale- Ne- Neo- Afro- Indo- Austral- species
arctic arctic tropic tropic Malaya asia invaded
Ecozone Sr. # 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 to
Sps native of 40 30 16 24 47 33 1
Sps invaded to Total
Pale-arctic * 9 10 7 8 8 14 - 56
Ne-arctic 2 29 7 6 13 27 19 1 105
Neo-tropic 3 1" 1 7 7 12 12 - 60
Afro-tropic 4 17 18 9 1" 23 24 - 102
Indo-Malaya 5 9 13 7 5 10 10 - 54
AUETEIEECIERE 22 | 25 | 10 15 19 4 - 95
Oceania 8 5 7 8 16 7 - 51
Total 105 | 89 53 67 | 115 90 1

Indo-Malayan & Palearctic have invaded maximunbut have been invaded the least after EZ 7(0ceania)
Maximum Invaded EZs are 2,4 and 6
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