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I. Abstract 
The study’s primary objective is to identify the barriers, drivers and opportunities faced by local SMEs in Cumberland Local Government Area (LGA) in New South Wales (NSW), Australia.  Although many countries are already adapting the Circular Economy (CE) principles to guide their economic and environmental policies and practices, the concept of CE is still untapped in Australia. The application of CE principles is important in NSW as according to EPA(in full)  each year a typical retail store generates  around 7.5m3 of waste per employee and up to 1.7m3  of waste for every  1m3  of floor space Moreover , the usual retail store waste bin contains the following: (i) paper and cardboard (43%), (ii) Other (wood, textiles, steel and residual waste) (28%), plastic wraps, bags and plastic containers (21%), Co-mingled/mixed recycling (5%) and food waste (3%) (EPA 2016).  This highlights the need to employ a more sustainable waste management system. Analysis of  survey data completed by 110 SMEs have identified the lack of education or knowledge , lack of governmnet support, heavy adminstrative  buden, lack of suport from supplier and customers, lack of technical skills,  access to timely information and financial constraints as barriers to CE participation.  Conversely, opportunities were also  identfied  to include grenn ecenomy practices, improved buisness efficiecy though waste reduction, increased cost effiecieny and waste management sustainability. 
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