Role of Livestock Governance in Public Health: Dangerously Neglected in Bangladesh

Abstract

The objective of this study is to unveil the strength of livestock governance in public health in Bangladesh. Bangladesh is a densely populated country. This country has one of the highest cattle densities: 145 large ruminant/km2 compared to 90 for India, 30 for Ethiopia and 20 for Brazil2. Recent studies show that 75% of emerging human infections are zoonosis related3.In India the 1994 plague epidemic causes loss of totaling $1.7billion1.The Veterinary Public Health wing at Department of Livestock Services(DLS) is weak in terms of personnel, technology and logistics. Department of Livestock Services (DLS) and Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) combined effort are minimum in zoonosis control. People live in close proximity with animal and birds in Bangladesh. So any zoonotic epidemic in this region will cost high on human health and also on economy. This paper will try to identify the concerns and organizational incoordination to address the public health issues in Bangladesh.
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