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ABSTRACT
Before the colonial period, traditional medicine was exclusive for the improvement of well-being. During the colonization, the practice was doomed to a clandestine existence. Since the independence, African efforts to rehabilitate traditional values ​​have been undertaken with varying degrees of success.
In Guinea, as in many other African countries, the tradition still faces many challenges from which the phenomenon of globalization, the gradual depletion of biodiversity, the inevitable disappearance of the true holders of ancestral values. A series of ethnopharmacological investigations have been realized by the « Centre de Recherche et de Valorisation de Plantes Médicinales de Dubréka » on more than hundred plant species traditionnally used in the treatment of infectious diseases and noninfectious. The antimalarial properties, anti-HIV, antihypertensive, antidiabetic and antimicrobial of some plants have been confirmed. Of these, some were valorized as herbal medicines and food supplements dedicated to the management of malaria, HIV, hypertension, diabetes and malnutrition. These investigations generated three patents in the areas of hypertension, type 2 diabetes, and HIV. Despite the recent advent of the outbreak of Ebola virus disease in Guinea, traditional medicine continues to be heavily relied upon by Guinean populations.
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