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Abstract (300 word limit)
The urban climate today is greatly affected by the urbanization and the changing climatic condition. The process of urbanization has impacted cities to become more vulnerable to climatic change. The declining situations become more significant as a result of aging infrastructures, demographic changes and extreme weather events such as flooding and urban heat island effects, which have also impacted the quality of life and liveability. Water Sensitive Cities emerged as a result of the rising water-related hazards occurring in most cities. Without appropriate interventions and solutions, the risk may aggravate with greater loss in various sectors. Recent findings revealed that to build resilience in cities would require a change from the conventional planning practice and action towards innovative, multifunctional, integrative and adaptive approaches. Gaps exist on how to integrate the environmental benefits with the stormwater management. In Malaysia, various efforts have been taken to ensure cities face minimal risks that are caused by rapid development specifically water-related catastrophes such as flooding. Based on the questionnaire survey among related agencies and stakeholders, the assessment of their opinion on the water sensitive urban design strategies is encouraging. The survey also revealed that the current city planning and design process does recognize the importance of integrated, adaptive and holistic water management solutions able to bring multiple benefits to the city. More important, the findings imply that all respondents agree that moving forward with strategies related to integrated and holistic water management will bring positive outcomes for the resilience of a city. However, the transdisciplinary aspect is still a concern as the approaches to most solutions lack a contribution across the fields to achieve synergic actions.
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