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I. Abstract Body (up to 250 words)
It is known development of cities has largely been influenced by the presence of a precursor, either natural or built. Built form precursors such as structures that are political, religious or cultural symbols have often guided and stimulated this growth, whereas natural precursors have dictated their morphology through settlement patterns and urban fabric. Such has also been the case of the then Sharjah Village, a sheikhdom in the Trucial States of Oman, that settled in an organic form along the Persian Gulf coast. This village has now evolved into a mega city of 1.5 million inhabitants, the Emirate of Sharjah located in the United Arab Emirates and is striving to be the Cultural Capital of the Arab World. Rapid urbanization has resulted in a dense urban fabric with no focus on livability.  A key historic and cultural component lost amidst the urban fabric is Al Mahatta, the Aviation Museum established within the Rest House built in 1933 as a part of the Sharjah Airfield. Al Mahatta played a major role in shaping the city’s growth and influencing the grid it follows today. The paper illustrates the historic role of Al Mahatta as a precursor, and identifies the potential it holds for urban regeneration, with an attempt to be catalyst of influence on the city’s urban fabric.

The current relationship of Al Mahatta within the urban fabric of Sharjah will be analyzed through both, the macro context of its place in Sharjah’s cultural vision and micro layers of the neighborhood it sits in. This paper will then conclude by re-establishing the role and future of Al Mahatta, as a cultural symbol, and a catalyst renewing the urban discourse of Emirate of Sharjah 


II. Images:
[image: ]
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