CORD BLOOD STEM CELLS: THE UNTAPPED THERAPEUTIC OPTION FOR HAEMATOLOGICAL AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES (COVID-19). 
Salvaged Cord blood stem cell therapy may be a revolutionary medical remedy. The cord blood is rich in haematopoietic stem cells, which have the potential to self-renew and differentiate to form other blood cells.  This potential has been harnessed in the management of haematological malignancies.
Stem cells proliferate to expand the self-renewal pool, which moves to the peripheral site of infection, where they may express pro-inflammatory cytokines and undertake the haematopoietic process. They are also directly involved in the host defence mechanism through their surface and intracellular receptors such as TLR, NOD2, CD47 and PDL-1, highlighting the untapped therapeutic potential for infectious diseases such as COVID-19.  Thus, salvaging cord blood stem cells will provide a repository of autologous and heterologous stem cells for rapid response to haematological and infectious diseases. 

The future direction is to explore the therapeutic potential of engineering the untapped properties of cord blood stem cells in managing overwhelming infection, thus creating a platform for avoiding high mortality rates in future pandemics.

