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I. Abstract Body (up to 250 words)
This research reports on a successful project aimed at providing livable-wage jobs for disadvantaged youth from the poorest neighborhood in Guatemala City, Central America.  Specifically, what are the requirements for establishing a business that demonstrates the principles of circular economy while embracing social sustainability.   

This venture developed a municipal composting business using organic waste generated by a large fruit and vegetable processing market.  

This research project explored the following questions: 
1. Could usable compost be made from the organic waste rather than adding it to the landfill?  
2. What were the requirements involved in making compost in the challenging climatic conditions of Guatemala City which is situated high in altitude and experiences periods of extremely dry and hot temperatures during portions of the year and heavy rainfall and near freezing temperatures at other times?  
3. If successful, could this effort create jobs and train workers from the Zone 3 neighborhood, thus becoming a model for circular economy while adhering to the pillars of sustainability, with an emphasis upon social sustainability? 
4. And finally, could one employ university students as planners, designers, and managers of such a venture as part of their educational curriculum?
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Dr. Peter Kumble is an applied landscape ecologist and Landscape Architect with extensive experience in community planning, natural resource management, and the day-to-day operation of a professional consulting firm. He holds a doctoral degree in Applied and Landscape Ecology. His research has focused on a broad range of topics:  
· Mitigating the impacts of ecotourism upon natural and cultural resources with field research in North America, Belize, Guatemala, Brazil and central Europe
· Landscapes of Compassion: Development of a municipal compost operation in Guatemala City
· Evaluating the impacts of wind turbines in the landscape
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