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I. Abstract
Population growth and rapid urbanization are the key drivers of the solid waste generation in Bangladesh. It is a big threat to the environment, particularly to the public health. Inappropriate disposal of waste and inadequacy of other management initiatives are major challenges of the urban solid waste management sector of the country. Considering these view points, this review article provides an overview of the current solid waste management situation in urban areas of Bangladesh. The aim of this article is to provide a guideline for developing an appropriate solid waste management system in Bangladesh. About 41.9 million people (28% of the total population) live in 506 urban city areas of Bangladesh. The urban city population is increasing at the rate of 3.5% per annum and is expected to reach 60 million in 2051.  About 16,380 tons per day solid waste generate in the country from domestic, commercial, industrial, street sweeping and health care facilities Of which, approximately 74.4% organic matter originated waste and rests are paper, plastic, textile and wood, leather and rubber, metal, glass and other matters originated. Dhaka, Chattogram, Khulna, Rajshahi, Barishal and Sylhet cities are generating about 8,000 tons of solid waste each day, of which only Dhaka city is contributing about 70%. Of the total waste generation 40%-60% are not properly stored, collected or disposed in the designated places for ultimate disposal. Much of the inorganic waste is partially recycled by mainly informal sectors. Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) are compositing a limited quantity of organic portion, the rest remains a major problem.  The solid waste management situation is now alarming in Bangladesh seeks an immediate action for its sustainable solutions. Lacks of awareness, economic condition, and life style, etc. are the major problems of waste management.  This article suggests for improving the systems of waste collection, transportation, recycle, incineration and land filling to make the waste as a form of wealth. 
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a) Inappropriate disposal of waste (Photo: Google)
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b) Inappropriate disposal of waste (Photo: Google)
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c) Waste management (Photo: Google)
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d) Land filling (Photo: Google)
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e) Sustainable waste collection and transportation (Photo: Google)
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f) Awareness Campaign (Photo: Google)
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