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Among the food industries in Morocco, the sugar industry produces each year in Morocco around 270,000 tons of sludge called lime sludge; they come from the stage of purification of sugar beet juice and sugar cane with lime; this waste is discharged outside the sugar refinery without any reuse or valorisation. However, the composition of the lime sludge and their pH are well suited to the valorisation of other biodegradable waste by composting.

Several wastes were studied and tested with the sugar beet lime sludge: waste water sludge, poultry manure, green waste, household waste, sludge from food industry, phosphate washing sludge, palm waste. The lime sludge have also been used to recover the organic fraction of old landfills.
All the results showed that the composting of the lime sludge with these wastes while giving a mature compost of great agronomic value, represents an ecologically and socio economically adequate solution. The resulting compost could find its use as an organic amendment for crops and green spaces. The co-composting of organic waste and lime sludge is a promising way to recover the various biodegradable waste.

