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ABSTRACT – SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT OF FUNDING FOR THE RECYCLING ENTERPRISE SUPPORT PROGRAME (SOUTH AFRICA
[bookmark: _Hlk107916284]The aim of presentation is to provide and overview of the waste management and recycling sector in South Africa particularly form the lens of the informal sector and small-micro enterprises. The presentation will explore in detail, the South African government interventions to provide financial support in the form of grant and incentives to this sector and to looks specifically at the outcomes of the Recycling Enterprise Support Programme (RESP). The RESP is an initiative designed, implemented and funded through the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment aimed at addressing the existing funding gap to support new and emerging Small, Micro and Medium Enterprises (SMMEs) in the Circular Economy (CE). Specific focus will be the analysis of social and economic impacts of the programme including the characteristics, mass flows and environmental impact of recyclable materials collected and processed by RESP beneficiaries. An assessment of the number of direct (i.e. headcount) and indirect new jobs created, sustained, and/ or retained before and after the RESP grant; split by gender, age, race and people with disabilities, a determination of  the employment multipliers by the programme, impact on households’ earnings and Gross Value Add (GVA)/or economic output.
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Thabo Magomola is a key member of the management team of the Chemicals and Waste Management Branch at the National Department of Environment, Forestry, and Fisheries.
Thabo is the Director: Chemicals and Waste Policy, Monitoring and Evaluation and Programme Manager for the Recycling Enterprise Support Programme (RESP). The RESP is an incentive programme which provides financial and non-financial support to new and emerging enterprises and projects in the waste economy primarily focusing on projects that actively promote resource efficiency.
In a career that spans over 20 years in South Africa and abroad, Thabo has worked in the areas of Waste Management & Recycling, Circular Economy and Resource Efficiency, Strategic Advisory Services, Information Technology, and Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG). Thabo has operated in strategic and senior management roles since 2000 and as a management consultant in the within the South African Public Sector and Government for over 15 years. He is a skilled strategist, facilitator and project manager with particularly strong competencies in the area strategy development and implementation within both private and public sector environments.
He was a presenter at the South Africa - EU Dialogue on Sustainability Transition: the Role of Circular Economy held as part of the World Economic Forum convened in Durban, South Africa in 2017. He was also responsible for the organisation and coordination of the South Africa Circular Economy Dialogue held in Durban in (2018) and the most recent SA Circular Economy Dialogue held in Johannesburg, which was staged as part of IFAT Africa 2019.
Thabo has also represented the Department and South Africa at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development OECD as a permanent delegate at the Working Party for Integrating Environmental and Economic Policies (WPIEEP) meetings.
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