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TOPICS: Finding Recycling and Waste Management Options: A Survey of Menstrual Waste Disposal in Abidjan, Ivory Coast

ABSTRACT
Statement of the Problem: There are numerous ideas of paper works and talks, presenting the ideas and claims of recycling menstrual wastes. This research is curious to know if this is really achievable in the African context, and particularly in the West African context.

The Purpose of the Study: The field research has the purpose of finding the possibility of menstrual wastes management and recycling options, in the West African context, where it appears unachievable.

Methodology: The field survey was done, with the use of questionnaire, served among 120 women within the ages of 15 – 40 years, in the city of Abidjan, to find the possibility of managing and recycling options for menstrual wastes. The responses were studied, analyzed and reported, based on various ideas and or suggestions, to draw some conclusion and recommendations.

Findings: The survey was a confirmation of the responses got from oral interview of older women in Abidjan, that women in the Western Africa from centuries back till date, as much as possible do not readily willing to let anyone know they are menstruating. They are evidently not willing to allow the collection of their menstrual pads, towels, or cloths by a third party for recycling purpose or any other purpose, however reasonable it may appear. 

Conclusion and Recommendations: It is recommended from findings that menstrual wastes, in the Western part of Africa, could be properly disposed by Women Agents working for the government, on the condition that the government provides the recommended pads, give it to women for free or at subsidized price, and provide separate Menstrual waste bins for every household, in the hospitals, and public toilets.  To think of recycling it is not yet acceptable. This research finding will prove it.
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