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I. Abstract Body (up to 300 words)
The marine transportation between the Mediterranean and the Black Sea is realized through the Canakkale Strait and the Bosphorus. The Bosphorus, particularly, has a much more heavy traffic because of its significant location for intercontinental transition and international trade. Continuous and increasing waste input and its accumulation in the marine environment diversely effects marine life, humans and the economy.
This study is the first one realized in Turkey for the detailed characterization of marine waste. The amount and characteristics of solid wastes originating from beaches, coastlines, sea surface cleaning processes and ships (both cargo and cruise ships) were determined. It was observed that the majority of marine wastes are generated from recyclables. Although, it was ascertained that the amount and composition of waste differs according to the collecting sources, majority of wastes are composed of different types of plastics. The average calorific value of marine waste was determined as 2500 kcal/kg, which is higher than that of mixed municipal solid waste. There is a lack of studies on the pathways of disposal alternatives of marine waste after collection. As landfilling is the common pathway for disposal after collecting, it is clear that recycle/reuse and energy recovery options are possible for marine waste.
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