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Abstract
COVID-19 has urged all sanitary staff in a common effort of solidarity. In Italy, doctors and nurses of all ages, even those not yet entered in or already retired from the National Health System, have answered to the call from hospitals to give their support to face COVID-19 emergency. Pathologists community is involved in this crisis as well; thus, we have to consider what our priority activities are in this moment of dramatic health emergency. First of all, our main duty is to maintain a high level and an optimal turnaround time of routine diagnostic activity. Cancer, as well as other serious diseases, continue to exist and to need pathological diagnoses; transplants continue to request our immediate diagnostic support. Technicians, biologists and medical doctors of the pathology units have to manage the correct workflow of samples to provide diagnoses in due time. For this reason, we must address crucial technical and organizational aspects to contain the biological risk, preserving as much as possible the quality of tissue/cell samples and the health of staff. The Italian Society of Surgical Pathology and Cytology (Società Italiana di Anatomia Patologica e Citologia - SIAPEC) produced a document on biosafety in surgical pathology in the era of SARS-Cov2 pandemia. In this document we pointed out that all fresh/inadequately fixed specimens could be potentially infected and we addressed this problem by drawing up specific recommendations. 


The document focuses also on intra-operative diagnoses on frozen samples and on unfixed/inadequately fixed cytological samples. It suggests protocols aimed at reducing infectivity risks, while maintaining adequate conservation of morphological and biological features. Another important concern are autopsies. The document specifies each step and all procedures needed to perform autopsies in safety conditions. The criteria for the definition of cases as COVID-19 suspect, probable or confirmed are the same as those used to evaluate the possible risk of infection in living patients. Post-mortem histopathological findings could play a role in understanding the pathophysiology of the SARSCoV-2 infection. In conclusion, we believe that routine diagnostic activities of surgical pathology are a priority, because patients need our diagnoses. At the same time, it is our obligation to safeguard the health of pathology staff by strictly following all biosafety procedures.
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