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Abstract
Background: Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a global public health problem that has physical, mental, sexual and reproductive health consequences. This study examined the impact of women’s attitude towards IPV, particularly husband beating his wife, on healthcare seeking behavior.
Methods: Two waves of Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey data were analyzed using multivariate regression. A set of basic healthcare services was used as the outcome variable – namely –use of any contraception, use of modern contraception, antenatal visit by skilled health professionals (SHP), delivery in healthcare facilities, delivery by SHP and mothers’ postnatal check up by SHP. Attitude towards abuse was assessed by a set of five questions that ask the situation under which ‘hitting or beating’ one’s wife is justified. 
Results: Around 32% of the participants reported that hitting or beating wife by husband was justified in certain situations. There is a gradient in the relationship between number of healthcare services accessed and the number of situations justified for beating wife. Women who strongly reject the justification of wife beating were more likely than those who reject that weakly to report contraception use, antenatal care by SHP, delivery in healthcare facilities, delivery care by SHP, and postnatal care by SHP.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion: Women’s attitude towards ‘wife beating’ has a significant effect on healthcare seeking behavior. The impact of this malpractice on women’s health and consequences there after need to be brought in the forefront of public health campaign.
