Historical Highlights on Mental Health Education and Training in Iraq

This article aims to cast a shadow over the history of mental health education and training in Iraq and a projection of Islamic scientific heritage in Baghdad during the seventh century. It also discloses the foundation of first teaching and training centers in psychiatry focusing on the marked contribution of the pioneer psychiatrists. Despite the presence of vast literatures documenting Arab Muslims medical heritage , concise related articles are few due to spreading of the original references along the western scientific community. The attention to the outstanding contribution of Iraq in mental health and medical education in general which appeared to be established during the golden era of Abbasid Caliphs in Baghdad during the seventh century. After several decades of scientific and cultural deterioration associated with Ottomans colonization , Baghdad intellectuals started to build the first medical school in Iraq at the end of twentieth century , teaching mental illnesses as part of the curriculum took place and continue to progress through establishing the national training program(DarAl-Shafaa) was established at 1922 as the first mental asylum by the British physician ,later on it was a teaching center of psychiatry for medical students
While the first neurosciences clinic was established at 1938, ECT was introduced to Iraq at 1942.
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