Prosthetic & Orthotic Services in UAE and professional challenges
Abstract:
To analyse Prosthetic & Orthotic services in UAE in terms of.
Availability & Quality of services
Availability of qualified professionals
Facilities in private and public sectors
Regulations, Licensing
Sourcing of components, raw materials, Machines
Capacity building seminars, training courses

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am the eye witness of O&P services development in UAE.I was the first qualified professional with bachelor’s degree and German Meister title, landed in UAE in 1997.
Era of 90’s: Very primitive technology mainly leather and steel braces were made. Only two facilities in public sector. Lack of qualified professionals. Patients were sent abroad for prosthetic fitting.
Era of 2000: Start of modular prosthetics and PP orthotic appliances. Entry of more qualified professionals and opening of few facilities in private sectors. Entry of industry players mainly Otto Bock. Start of capacity building seminars and trainings.
Era of 2010: The start of commercialization. Closing of public sector facilities.
Present market situation: Very unregulated market with mushrooming of private sector companies. Lack of trust of patients, sponsors. Quality of services deteriorated due to commercialism, lack of professionalism and lack of capacity building activities.
Recommendations:
Government regulatory body composed of qualified professionals to protect the interests of patients through.
Facilities standards regulations
Professional’s regulations/licencing/CME
Insurance companies to protect the interest of patients through liaison professionals.
