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Abstract:
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Fingertip amputation is most common hand Injury after trauma and infection.
Preservation of the length as much as possible with provision of a durable sensate tip is the goal of reconstruction in such injuries. There are different reconstruction options available from single stage to multiple staged procedures. We used the distally based homodigital vascular island flap for amputations distal to the DIPJ as a single stage procedure with excellent early functional and aesthetic recovery. Our study over a period of one year included 10 patients with fingertip injuries distal to DIPJ with age ranging between 15 to 60 years. Smokers, diabetic, patients with peripheral vascular disease and those involving injuries proximal to DIPJ were excluded. Out of total 10 patients, 7were male and 3 females. Mechanism of injury was post traumatic in 9 patients and post infective in 1 patient. Most commonly injured finger was index finger. Flap survival was complete in 9 patients and there was partial loss of flap in one. After followup of 6 months patients had excellent aesthetic recovery aswell as functional recovery to light touch, pin prick, and 2 point discrimination. The Reverse homodigital vascular island flap is useful for fingertip reconstruction because it preserves cosmesis and optimal function in a single stage procedure.
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