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Abstract
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Early speech production is an informative measure that can directly affect the outcomes of later language development. Observing this early preverbal stage of development can provide key information about the future development of a child’s speech and language skills. This is particularly important for preterm infants or children with developmental disabilities, including conditions that may later impact their speech-language development, such as hearing impairment, intellectual disability, and autism spectrum disorders. However, diagnostic assessment of these ‘early’ language skills can be extremely difficult before the age of three because valid instruments are usually available for older children. Structured questionnaires for parents and caregivers can provide valuable information about the child's speech-language development at this early age and can be easily administrated to parents or caregivers during the regular pediatric check-up of their child. This paper presents translation and validation process of Serbian version of the LittlEARS® Early Speech Production Questionnaire (LEESPQ, Med-EL, Austria) for the assessment of early language development in typically developing children. It has been published as a full-text paper in the Journal of Child: Care, health and development (Nikolić et al., 2024). Our results indicate that the Serbian LEESPQ is a valid, age dependent and gender-independent questionnaire that is well-suited for assessing early speech production development in children. The high homogeneity and internal consistency of the scale indicate that the questionnaire primarily measures speech production ability. Importantly, the results are consistent with similar studies on the applicability of the LEESPQ in different languages (Arabic, Dutch, Canadian English, German, Spanish, Turkish) and high reliability and validity of the questionnaire in those studies suggest that the questionnaire is adaptable across diverse cultures and societies. The electronic version of the LEESPQ allows parents to observe the child’s natural behavior in a familiar environment prior to the assessment which can positively affect the objectivity of the assessment. LEESPQ is a valuable tool that has its own practical implications. It is easy to use and appropriate for assessing key preverbal developmental milestones, making it an accessible screening tool for pediatricians and ENT specialists for early detection of speech and language delays in children. This can be crucial to enable timely diagnosis and intervention and to prevent potential developmental disorders from having a negative impact on the child's overall development.
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