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Abstract

This presentation includes a descriptive case study of a child who after intrusive medical interventions presented at an early learning centre with a diagnosis of autism. This case study explores the effects of a therapeutic educational environment on a child with severe autism following a traumatic medical treatment for cancer. The medical trauma caused the child to display behaviors representative of Autism. The child was formally diagnosed and multidisciplinary interventions were implemented at the school, which helped the child process and resolve the trauma, this subsequently lead to the child losing the diagnosis of Autism.

Nature of the Presentation:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The case study presented involved a child who received a formal diagnosis of moderate to severe autism versus “autistic like features” and then had it reversed.  This type of situation is not well documented in the literature. Studies more commonly reflect children with autistic features who have experienced trauma and have then been treated with psychotherapeutic interventions.  
Inaccuracies in diagnosis are fairly common when children are young and specific competencies (language and social interactions) are developing.  Increasing understanding of atypical development in early childhood, including the impact of complex or ongoing trauma (such as in the case of invasive medical treatments) is crucial.  Some literature suggests that such experiences at certain stages may actually create autistic-like defenses that are not easily resolved by the current evidence-based treatment for autism [Reid, 1999]. 
The case study presented explores the development of a child who received a formal diagnosis of moderate to severe autism following a series of lengthy medical procedures.  Three years later, this diagnosis no longer applied. Interventions over this time period were provided through an Early Learning Centre that used a multi-disciplinary treatment approach in which professional consultants worked with early childhood educators to support the child and family.
This unique and complex case study of a child was chosen to examine and share because of the many issues that emerged over the three-year period. Understanding the child’s development and the interventions implemented to aid in the reversal of the Autism diagnosis and treatment of trauma. The case study demonstrates the importance that high quality, multi-disciplinary, early learning environments have in supporting children and families who have experienced trauma.
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