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ABSTRACT
Objectives:Geohelminths are among the most common chronic infections distributed throughout the world, disproportionately affecting poor populations living in tropical and subtropical parts of the developing world where adequate water, good personal hygiene and sanitation are lacking. This study to examine faecal deposits and soil samplesfor the incidence of geohelminth parasites was carried out in Wukari, Nigeria.Methods:A total of 838 samples were examined for presence of geohelminths including 407 stool and 431 soil samples. Results: The results show an overall prevalence of 15.3% for any geohelminth, with prevalence of 16.5% and 14.5% for stool and soil, respectively. The prevalence did not vary significantly (P>0.05) between wet (13.4%) and dry (18.2%) seasons. The prevalencewas 9.3%, 2.9%, 1.9% and 0.4% for S. stercoralis, Hookworm, A. lumbricoidesand H. nana, respectively. A higher prevalence was observed in dry soil (15.1%) than in moist soil (13.5%), and the difference was statistically insignificant. Prevalence did not also differ significantly with the appearance of stool samples (P > 0.05), and between fresh (18.5%) and dry stool (11.3%) samples. The highest mean count as established in Ebenezer Primary School (2.50 ± 1.095) and the least in GSS Wukari (1.80 ± 0.632). The results show that 60.4% of the respondents did not have toilets in their sites, 69.8% did not have refuse dumps, while 81.7% did not have potable water. Conclusion: The prevalence of geohelminths in the current study is of public health importance since the stools and contaminated soils, have the potential to serve as reservoir for infection.Recommendation: It is recommended that annual deworming, as well as education on the modes of transmission and the socio-economic impacts of the geohelminthes should be routinely carried out. The Wukari Local Government Health and Works Departments to aggressively improve toilet and refuse disposal facilities in the metropolis.
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