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Abstract

Allium cepa or common white onion is a widely used ingredient in cooking as a flavor
enhancer. The intoxication in dogs occur through the ingestion of the leftovers of
human food, producing acute to chronic responses and different clinical signs
according to the ingestion amount. Due to rapid enteric absorption of the toxin, most
reported clinical signs are hypoxia, pale mucous membranes, vomiting, diarrhea,
distended abdomen, abdominal pain, loss of appetite, dehydration and prostration
20-40 minutes after ingestion. This study has the objective to contribute to literacy
as there is little study on neurological signs related to dogs intoxication with Allium
cepa. Proprioceptive and cerebellar ataxies at postural and gait tests are head tilt,
dysmetria and incapacity to maintain the station position in association to midryasis,
nystagmus and intracranial pressure as arterial pressure gains high levels.
Neurological signs can vary as vital organs are working to prevent failure in the
system and death.

The patient in this study report is a 11 years old female dog, 10 kilos, treated with
support therapy to control pain for three days.

This case report may also be an auxiliary study to veterinarians on routine,
neurologic or general, to differentiate signs involving the vertebral medula and
intoxication with human food containing domestic onion. This may also serve as
education to dog lovers to prevent accidents, sufferring and pain with eminent risk of
animals death.
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