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ABSTRACT 
Developing an adult patient acuity scoring tool using Swanson’s theory of caring
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I. Abstract Body 
Patient acuity plays a crucial role in staffing and patient assignment. Current practice in a tertiary academic medical center reveals a minimal to no variance in daily patient acuity reporting due to absence of standard tool.  Nurses in the general nursing units mostly depend on the number of medical devices attached or used for the patient as a basis in identifying level of care. The primary objective of the study was to devise a tool that will assist nurses to calculate patient acuity and properly classify patients according to level of care. Tool validation was conducted among panel of experts and pilot test showed an inter-rater reliability score of 86%. A pretest–posttest experimental design was utilized and selection of respondents was made using cluster sampling involving six general nursing units from medical, surgical, and progressive care clusters. Mann-Whitney test was used to compare differences in scoring results between experimental and control groups. Results showed a significant difference in patient acuity scoring between control and experimental groups (P < .001). No changes in the scoring were noted in the control group, whereas nursing units in the experimental group showed a variation in the scoring after utilizing the tool. Patients classified as first level were higher, as opposed to the pre-intervention scoring which presented a majority classification of second and third levels of care. It is recommended to train nurses from other units in using the tool and policy on levels of care should be institutionalized for an equitable nurse-patient distribution.   
II.  Adult Patient Acuity Scoring Tool 
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