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The Federal and State governments have declared the presence of an opioid addiction pandemic in the United States claiming the lives of more than 55,000 in 2015 (Rudd, R. A., Seth, P., David, F. and Scholl, L. 2016). The pharmaceutical manufacturers of the numerous FDA-approved opioid drugs are raking in more than $5 billion per year with about 2 million chronic pain sufferers addicted. The irony of this narcotic use and abuse conundrum is the existence of evidence-based technology for drug-free pain management which is not covered for reimbursement among public and private third-party payers. Therefore, this paper is presented a review of the recently published evidence that shows the efficacy of resolving the chronic inflammation, edema and ischemia that causes non-malignant chronic pain with PEMF therapy, a non-invasive, non-thermal radio transmission of electrical impulses. Thereby, we may conclude that there is evidentiary basis for providing a viable risk-free alternative to prescribing opioid analgesics in such cases. Additionally, the expected result of treatment is to wean opioid-dependent, chronic non-malignant pain patients off opioids while reducing pain and minimizing withdrawal symptoms.

