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ABSTRACT
Introduction/ Objective: Endotracheal suctioning is one of the common procedures performed in critical care units by nurses to maintain airway patency and optimal oxygenation to the intubated patients. Hence, this study was conducted to find out the knowledge and practice regarding endotracheal suctioning among nurses working at teaching hospitals, Chitwan.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods: A descriptive, cross-sectional study design was used with 95 nurses working in different critical care units of two teaching hospitals at Chitwan, by using non probability, purposive sampling technique. A semi-structured self administered questionnaire and structured observational checklist was used to identify knowledge and practice regarding endotracheal suctioning among nurses. Data analysis was done by using descriptive and inferential statistics.
Results: More than half (66.3%) of the respondents were above 20 years with mean age of 21.77±1.91, 87.4% were Hindu, 82.1% had completed Proficiency Certificate Level in Nursing, 76.8% had work experience of more than 6 months in critical care units and 11.6% had participated in in-service education. A total of 55.8% had adequate knowledge on endotracheal suctioning with mean percent of 61.6%.  The significant influencing variables for level of knowledge on endotracheal suctioning were working hospital (p=<0.001) and working ward (p=<0.001). Similarly, 44.2% had satisfactory practice on endotracheal suctioning with mean percent of 47.5%. The significant influencing variables for level of practice on endotracheal suctioning were religion (p=0.04) and ethnicity (p=0.017). Furthermore, there is weak positive correlation (r=0.197) was found between knowledge and practice score on endotracheal suctioning, which is statistically non-significant (P=0.055). 
Conclusion: It is concluded that less than half of the nurses had inadequate knowledge whereas more than half of the nurses had unsatisfactory practice on endotracheal suctioning. Hence, it is strongly recommended for need of protocol on endotracheal suctioning and keen supervision and reinforcement for implementing the protocol.
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