Acetylcholinesterase Inhibiting Activity of Compounds Isolated from Bauhinia rufescens
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This study tested the in vitro anti-acetylcholinesterase activity of compounds isolated from the stem bark of Bauhinia rufescens using TLC bioautographic and Ellman’s spectrophotometric methods. Six compounds including oxepin, seqouyitol, α-amyrin acetate, menisdaurilide, menisdaurin and bauhiniside were isolated and identified using chromatographic and spectroscopic techniques. The compounds oxepin (IC50, 516.63 μM), seqouyitol (IC50, 463.77 μM) and α-amyrin acetate (IC50, 832.80 μM) demonstrated a weak activity in comparison with a positive control, the galantamine hydrobromide (IC50, 2.92 μM).
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