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Sri Lanka is a South Asian country located in the Indian Ocean. The country is considered as a biodiversity hotspot. The number of plant species identified is 4143. The traditional system of Medicine in Sri Lanka is called Ayurveda and some of these plants are used in Ayurveda preparations to treat patients. The number of plant species used for Ayurveda preparations has been identified as 625. More than one plant species is used to make one Ayurveda medicine. Sometimes it is considered that the synergistic effect of plants cure the illness In Sri Lanka natural product research is a popular area. Plant extracts are used to study the biological activities and chemical compounds responsible for the same.  Many universities, research institutes, hospitals are involved in conducting these studies. There are large number of research papers published by Sri Lanakan scientists in national and international journals.  Few studies were conducted using electronic databases such as science citation index and Scopus to analyse the results of these studies. According to the study conducted using Scopus database, the biological activities of plants were recognized as hypoglycemic, toxicity, antimicrobial, gastro protective and contraceptive In these studies the medicinal properties of these plants were not compared with the Ayurveda medicines which use the same plants to treat diseases. It is important to study the plants used to treat diseases the Ayurveda system of medicine and to find out the activities of the plants first. And then study them scientifically.  In the study conducted using scopus database, the number of plants studied were 190. Therefore the studies could be  compared with the Ayurvedic medicine to see whether the same activity is found in both cases. Systematic study of Ayurvedic medicine in a scientific way will lead to find better medicine or natural medicines for patients suffering from various diseases. There are number of other plants which are not used in the traditional Ayurvedic system but may contain medicinal properties. Therefore Sri Lanka has lot of potential for research in the area of Natural Products chemistry and medicinal plants. 
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