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Introduction: As a result of the mandatory lockdowns and increased infection risk due to the COVID-19 pandemic, medical students faced issues with regards to clinical training. Virtual simulation like Virtual Patient Learning (VPL) platforms allow for medical students to learn in a life-like situation. Given the advantages of VPL, we wish to understand the medical student perceptions of VPL as a learning tool.
Materials and Methods: A pilot study was conducted which involved distribution of a self-administered, validated questionnaire among Phase 2 (years 2 and 3) and Phase 3 (year 4) medical students.  The data was analyzed using IBM SPSS version 27. The Chi-square test/ Fisher's Exact tests were used to assess the association between the perception of students and selected factors.
Results: Most of the respondents (n=87) were females (69.5%, n=66), equal to or above the age of 20 (63.2%, n=60) and in Phase II (73.7%, n=70). Among the respondents, the percentage of participants who agreed on the importance of VPL for building knowledge, improving clinical reasoning and communication skills were 98%, 99%, and 96% respectively. No significant association was found between age, gender, phase of study in relation to the aforementioned domains (p>0.05 for the three variables). 
Conclusions: Most participants have a positive perception of VPL as a learning tool. Based on this study, VPL can be used in support of medical students' clinical reasoning and communication skills in a safe learning environment.
Biography: Naail Mohammed Ghazi, Sneha Venkataramani, Sara Syed Taha and Sofia Saleh Alkhatibi Alfalasi are 4th year medical students at Gulf Medical University, Ajman, as a part of a 5-year program. Dr Noha Kamal Abdelmomen is an assistant professor of Clinical and Chemical Pathology at the department of Biomedical Sciences at Gulf Medical University. Prof. Shatha Saeed Hamed Al Sharbatti is a professor and HOD of the department of Community Medicine at Gulf Medical University.
About research topic: Virtual patient learning (VPL), is a high-fidelity online simulation system, that allows for simulation of real-life clinical scenarios. VPL simulates real life clinical scenarios, wherein students emulate the role of a physician and manage the virtual patient. By exposing the student to simulated scenarios, students are able to acquire the clinical skills required for managing a real patient. Because this is a simulated environment, students have the freedom of trial and error, and have the ability to learn from their mistakes. Furthermore, feedback about patient-communication skills is provided to the student, so that they can improve on the same. During the COVID – 19 pandemic when patient encounters for the students had gone significantly low, the use of VPL became an essential tool to ensure that students have the required clinical competency. We believe that the students are the best to say which learning tool can help them most to be clinically competent. Driven by this belief, we have decided to find how medical students in GMU perceive the use of VPL as a learning tool. 
About institution: Gulf Medical University, Ajman (GMU) is one of the largest private medical universities in the United Arab Emirates that offers medical and health professional education in the fields of Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Nursing, Medical Laboratory Sciences, Anesthesia & Surgical Technology, and Medical Imaging Sciences. Founded in 1998, GMU has quickly gone to become one of the top medical universities in the Middle East. 
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