Two guys were camping in the woods.  As they sat by the fire, they heard something in the brush.  They noticed a bear coming down.  They say to each other, "We got to go!"  One takes off running and the other sits down to put on his shoes. The one who is running notices that his friend is not running by his side.  He runs back and notices that his friend is lacing up his sneakers.  He says, "What are you doing that for, we have to outrun this bear?"  His friend says, "I don't have to outrun the bear, I just have to outrun you!"
Point:  Take time out to prepare yourself to beat competition.

CALIFORNIA CONDOR
Some of the major problems underlying the decisions we need to make are well illustrated by a recent story about the hiker in California who ate a condor, a protected species of bird.
It seems that the hiker was apprehended and taken before a judge who sentenced him to life at hard labor. Before leaving the courtroom, however, the defendant asked the judge to listen to his side of the story because he felt there were exonerating circumstances. The hiker explained that he had been lost in the wilderness and had been hiking for three days and three nights without food or water, and just by chance had spotted this bird sitting on a rock, had thrown a rock at it, killed it and ate it, then walked for three more days and three more nights before getting to civilization.
The hiker told the judge, "If I hadn't eaten the bird, I wouldn't be alive to be here today."
The judge responded by saying that those certainly were unusual circumstances in view of the fact that the hiker's life had been in danger, he, the judge, would suspend the sentence. The defendant thanked him and began to leave the courtroom, but as she did the judge asked, "Oh, by the way, what did the condor taste like?"
The hiker paused for a moment and then responded, "Well, it was kind of between a bald eagle and a spotted owl."

HOT DOG STORY
There was once a man who did not have any formal business training in accounting, engineering, law or medicine so he did what most people do in those circumstances, he went into sales.
He opened a little stand on the corner and yelled out "Hot Dog" and what do you think happened to his business? It grew. So he got a bigger griddle, put up a sign that said "Hot Dog", did some advertising and his business boomed so much, that he was able to put his oldest boy through college.
His oldest boy came back with a degree in marketing and obviously knew everything there was to know about how to run a business. He told his dad there was a recession going on and that he had better change the way he did business: reengineer, cut back.
So the dad was scared his son knew it all, so he cut out his advertising, then he took down his "Hot Dog" sign, then reduced the sized of his griddle and even stopped yelling "Hot Dog".
He went home one day very dejected and his son asked, "What is the matter Dad?" The dad said, "You're right, there is a recession going on out there and it hit my business awful hard."


IT'S WHAT'S INSIDE
Several years ago, an elderly gentleman tried to make ends meet by selling balloons on a Chicago street corner. His business had its ups and downs.
Whenever business got a little slow, the salesman would release a few of his helium balloons.
First, a pink one, then a blue one and later a red one. Children would notice the colorful array of balloons and business would pick up.
One day, a little boy sat across the street watching the balloon salesman. He was intrigued by the flying balloons. Towards the end of the day, the little boy walked over and tugged on the man's coat sleeve.
Looking the balloons salesman in the eye, he asked, "Mister, if you let go of the orange balloon, would it go up?"
Touched by the boy's sincerity, the balloon salesman looked at the little boy and responded with compassion and understanding. "Son, it's what's inside that makes these balloons go up."

PLUMBER STORY
This couple was having problems with their plumbing. The plumber got under the sink, looked around, then hit an elbow joint as hard as he could with a hammer, and the problem was solved. The couple was overjoyed and asked how much they owed him. The plumber said $75.25.
The couple said, "That's ridiculous. All you did was hit a pipe with a hammer. We want an itemized bill."
So the plumber took out a piece of paper and wrote out $75.25.
.25 cents for wear and tear on the hammer and $75.00 for knowing where to hit the pipe.


TWO GUYS HUNTING
These two guys used to go hunting with each other. One was positive and one was negative, every time.
The positive guy discovered something he didn't feel the negative guy could complain about. He discovered a bird dog that could walk on water.
They were having a great day. They hit a duck. It landed in the water. The dog walked on water to pick up the duck and brought it back. The positive guy was smiling and the negative guy was frowning.
They hit a second duck. The dog walked on water out to the duck and brought it back. The positive guy was grinning like a gopher in soft dirt while the negative guy was cold and sour.
After they hit the third duck and the dog walked on water to retrieve it, the positive guy looked at the negative guy and said, "Haven't you noticed anything about my new dog?" The negative guy said, "I have only noticed one thing. Your dog can't swim!"
Point: Everything in life is the way you look at it.

THE WORLDS SMARTEST MAN
A minister, a boy scout, and a computer executive were the only passengers on a plane. The pilot came back and said that the plane was going down but there were only three parachutes and four people.
The pilot said, "I should have one because I have a wife and three small children" and he jumped.
The computer executive said, "I should have one of the parachutes because I am the smartest man in the world and they still need me." He jumped.
The minister turned to the Boy Scout and said with a sad smile "You are young and I have lived a good life, so you take the parachute and I'll go down with the plane."
The Boy Scout said, "Relax reverend, the smartest man in the world just picked up my knapsack and jumped out of the plane."

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX
A golfer is standing at a beautiful par five hole at the St. Simon Island Golf Club. He hits a perfect approach shot. As the golfer walks up over a knoll in front of the green, he can't find the ball. After further searching, he sees the ball has rolled into a paper bag on the side of the green. So what does he do?
Take a stroke and remove the ball from the bag.
Give it a good, old-fashioned whack.
Wait and hope the wind blows the bag away from the ball.
None of the above!
Instead he takes out a match and burns the bag.
He's an outside the box thinker.

THAT'S ONCE
A couple was celebrating their golden wedding anniversary. Their domestic tranquility had long been the talk of the town. A local newspaper reporter was inquiring as to the secret of their long and happy marriage.
"Well, it dates back to our honeymoon," explained the husband. "We visited the Grand Canyon and took a trip down to the bottom of the canyon by pack mule. We hadn't gone too far when my wife's mule stumbled." My wife quietly said 'That's once". We proceeded a little farther when the mule stumbled again. Once more my wife quietly said, 'That's twice." We hadn't gone a half mile when the mule stumbled a third time. My wife promptly removed a revolver from her purse and shot the mule. I started to protest over her treatment of the mule when she looked at me and quietly said, 'That's once."

THE FROG RACE
There was once a bunch of tiny frogs, who arranged a running competition. The goal was to reach the top of a very high tower. A big crowd gathered around the tower to see the race and cheer on the contestants.

The race began…

No one in the crowd really believed that the tiny frogs would reach the top of the tower. They shouted, “Oh, way too difficult!!! They will NEVER make it to the top” and “Not a chance. The tower is too high”.

The tiny frogs began collapsing, one by one except for those who, in a fresh tempo, were climbing higher and higher….

The crowd continued to yell, “It’s too difficult! No one will make it!”

More tiny frogs got tired and gave up… But one continued higher and higher. This one wouldn’t give up! And he reached the top.

Everyone wanted to know how this one frog managed such a great feat.

His secret? This little frog was deaf!!


MORAL : Ignore the pessimism of others. It can take your dreams from you. Stay positive.
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