Title: State controlled media framing of Civil Society Organisations & Members of Opposition
Author: Dr Teddy Mungwari (Senior Lecturer), Chinhoyi University of Technology, Zimbabwe
Abstract
Since the November 2017 military coup, Zimbabwean politics was once again plunged into a legitimacy crisis, a situation exacerbated by the contestations over July 2018 harmonised results, and the violence that followed on 1 August 1 2018. On January 14-16 2019 Zimbabwe witnessed other violent protests against government economic policy interventions. The state responded to the outbreaks of violence resulting from protests, which left at least 17 people killed and many others injured. In May 2019, civil society organisation leaders and members of main opposition party were under attack from government, leading to arrests and detention. This study attempts to analyze how The Herald, The Patriot and The Harare Post covered the protests. This study utilizes theories of Propaganda, Agenda Setting and False Flag strategy to examine journalists’ reportage based on editorial policies of state owned media houses.  
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