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ABSTRACT
Pakistan has a pitted history of dealing with insurgencies and extremism. Since the catastrophe of 9/11 Pakistan has regained the status of frontline state and adopted both military and non-military based counter terrorism strategy. Thus in the time of war and conflicts the news media are considered a significant force. Whether the impact of news coverage is constructive or destructive this can be determined by the nature of journalism presented to the warring sides. News content that focuses on violence is likely to worsen the situation, on the other hand sustained reportage on the possibilities and need for peace could contribute to a climate suited for peace negotiations. This article aims to examine the news coverage given by the newspapers namely Daily Umat and Dawn of Pakistan to Operation Rah-e-Haq III and Operation Radul Fasad that were initiated by Pakistan Military agencies to counter terrorists in the territory. This study expands on the work in operationalizing Johan Galtung’s classification of peace journalism and war journalism by describing and comparing the news coverage of 254 editions of Dawn and Daily Ummat. This article is based on two research techniques: Quantitative content analysis is to find out the dominant frames of newspaper while covering both the operations and Qualitative critical discourse analysis to further examine what messages newspapers intending to send to public and how these messages are crafted. 
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