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Abstract

Widowhood is an unpleasant experience. Nevertheless, there is a growing evidence in many parts of sub-saharan Africa (including Nigeria), that most widows live in penury as they are often deprived of their husbands’ properties and subjected to a lot of dehumanizing treatments. Some of these cultural practices have eaten deep into many societies, putting affected women in traumatic conditions over the decades. This paper examines the harmful effects of these practices on the woman and how the media contribute in alleviating their plights. Building information consciousness is one way through which the media can create awareness on the obnoxious nature of HWPs and how to  combat them in our societies. Radio, as a mass medium, is seen as the carrier of culture, which promotes widespread advocacy programmes to contain obnoxious cultural practices in society. Consequently, this study examines “The Influence of Radio Messages in combating Harmful Widowhood Practices in Nigeria,” using the agenda setting theory. Both the survey design and focus group discussion (FGD) were  used to elicit information from the study subjects. It is envisaged that enlightening the populace on the dangers of HWPs to the individuals and subsequently the communities through appropriate radio programmes will provide  a recipe  to the problem and ultimately encourage overall sustainable development.
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