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Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]Media is a powerful double edge swot with potentials of making and marring a society. It is a strong tool capable of contributing to peace building, conflict resolution, and conflict transformation. Cogent as it is, at the same time it can be manipulated to incite violence, mistrust, and radicalisation. This study examines how herders and farmers conflict ordinarily, a socio-economic crisis triggered by high competition between land users and grazers as a result of fast population growth and desertification effects of global warming, assumes ethno religious frames in Nigeria media. The research analysed the content of five (5) online newspapers examining news article on the crisis over a period of time in order to expose the ethno-religious and stereotypic frames in their narratives. It uses Galtung (1977) theory to expose how war journalism approach obviously observable in content published by some online media escalates the conflicts. The media portray the herders/Fulani as killers or terrorist, the recurrence of which cultivate and reinforce hatred and resentment of the herders among audience. I adopted faucoult’s theory on truth as a social construct that is shaped by social and political ideologies, to explain how the choice of either of the journalism approaches (peace/war) are driven by certain factors including; ethno-religious and cultural affiliations of the society, and to an extent prove the effect of news media in reinforcing societal dominant discourses such as ethno-cultural and religious discrimination.  The study suggests adherence to the principles of ideal journalism, investigative journalism and peace journalism as a panacea for conflict de-escalation, resolution and transformation through educating audience on the realities of the climate change so as to adjust in order to survive the thriving changes amicably.
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