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ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _Toc238511236]Background: Tuberculosis has been declared to be a global epidemic and there is an increasingly global and local effort to control tuberculosis. Despite all the effort, only less than half the annual estimated cases are reported by health authorities to the WHO. This could be due to poor Coverage and or due to poor reporting from the private sector. In Ethiopia, tuberculosis has also been considered a major public health problem as far back as 40 years ago. The aim of this study was to assess the role of the private health sector in tuberculosis control in Debre Markos
Town, East Gojjam, Amhara Regional State, 2017.                
Methods: An institution based cross-sectional descriptive study were carried out in private health facilities in Debre Markos town. A total of 260 tuberculosis suspects attending the private clinics during the study period were interviewed. Focus group discussion, Checklist & Structured questionnaire were used to collect the necessary data. 
Results: Majority of the private clinics were less equipped, poorly regulated and owned by health workers who were self-employed on a part-time basis. It was found that 34.6% of the study subjects opted for a private provider on their first consultation for their current illness. This study also revealed a significant patient delay before starting anti-TB treatment, the mean patient delay being 5.7 months. Moreover, provider delay of 4 and more months was significantly associated higher likelihood of turning to a private provider (OR=2.70, 95% CI=1.20, 6.08).
Conclusions and Recommendations: There is significant delay among tuberculosis patients. Moreover there is poor regulation of the private health sector by public health authorities. The involvement of the private sector in tuberculosis control in the study, under the prevailing scenario, should be limited to identification and refer of tuberculosis cases and suspects.
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