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Background
Maternal mortality in Malawi is a major public health challenge with a maternal mortality ratio of 634 deaths per 100,000 live births (WHO 2015). Partners In Health, works in collaboration with the Ministry of Health to strengthen the healthcare system to improve access to and quality of healthcare since 2007 in the rural Neno District. Home delivery is a known risk factor for maternal mortality. Even though Neno is below the 7% national average of home deliveries in Malawi, the district recorded 96 home deliveries (2.9% of live births) in a 7 month period (DHS 2015-2016, DHIS2). However, there is limited data on factors that influence home deliveries. 
[bookmark: _Toc3390532]Purpose of the study
We sought to qualitatively explore factors contributing to home deliveries in Neno.
Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc3390533]We conducted a qualitative study from May 2018 to January 2019 using secondary data from Home Delivery Data Collection Forms completed by a healthcare professional. The forms were selected purposively and saturation was reached at 25. Qualitative content analysis was then performed.
Results
[bookmark: _Toc3390534]Despite delivering at home, 22 of 25 women reported attending at least one ANC visit. Contributing factors to home deliveries were grouped into socioeconomic, cultural, behavioral, personal health factors, healthcare facility based factors, educational and religious components. The most frequently cited factors were perceived poor quality of care at the facility (6/25 women) and socioeconomic constraints (7/25), including lack of economic autonomy for women. 
Conclusions
Our study shows that there are key barriers from both the patient and healthcare facility in accessing and receiving adequate care that result in home deliveries. 
Recommendations
Based on our findings, interventions need to be developed to address these barriers. We proposed focused interventions that improve quality of care at health facilities, identify and support women with personal health problems and find ways to empower women financially.
