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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: Adolescents living with disabilities are those who experience notable barrier to have an appropriate access to the information on knowledge and awareness on STDs and HIV/AIDS. In Rwanda, young people with disabilities reported very low knowledge about, and use of, Sexual Reproductive Health (SRH) services including contraception and gynecological consultations. This study aims to release all healthcare barriers in adolescents with disabilities as well as to find advanced strategies to availing needed information to rise knowledge and awareness on STDs and HIV in disabled adolescents. Methodology & Theoretical Orientations: A qualitative study using focus group discussions and semi-structured interviews was conducted with selected target participants in Rwanda. The participants included disabled adolescents and non-disabled adolescents in order to compare them by their aptitude on the issues of HIV/AIDS and STDs knowledge and access to HIV/AIDS services. Findings: Barriers preventing adequate access to information about HIV/AIDS and STDs experienced by adolescents with disabilities depended on the nature and severity of the impairment were found. For example, parents and health workers were unable to communicate with deaf adolescents using sign language; adolescents with physical impairments were often unable to access community meetings about HIV/AIDS and STDs. Further, adolescents with disability proved low self-confidence on the control of sexual relationships, thus a high level of violation rises. Conclusion & Significance: The impact of the HIV epidemic among people with disabilities is a neglected area. This study supports the need to develop strategies in HIV/AIDS and STDs prevention programs that include people with disabilities. Crucial action is needed to improve and respond to the needs of young people with disabilities and to address the burden of sexual violence consequently to mitigate stigma to those who are seeking for a help.
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