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Abstract:
Introduction: Much research examines the long-term effects of being victimized by sexual, physical, and/or emotional abuse and neglect during childhood, but much less research has focused on the impact of childhood exposure to violence experiences. 
Objective: This study examines the role of childhood peer, community and collective violence on adult involvement in HIV-related risky behaviors.
Methods: This study was conducted in the HIV Voluntary Counseling and Testing Center (HIV-VCTC) located at University Hospital of Monastir, Tunisia. Cases were attendees of the HIV-VCTC center during one year (from February 2015 to January 2016). Controls were primary care consultants for whatever reason (preventive or curative reasons). 
We used the validated Arabic version of the World Health Organization Adverse Childhood Experiences – International questionnaire (WHO ACE-IQ). Data about demographic characteristics and HIV risky behaviors were also collected. 
Results: A total of 250 cases and 250 controls were included in this study. Results showed an association between social adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and higher rates of sexual risk behaviors, particularly sex trading, more sexual partners, and an earlier age of first intercourse. Multivariate analysis showed that exposure to two or more social ACEs was significantly associated with risky sexual behaviors regardless of educational level, smoking status and the occurrence of intra-familial ACEs. 
Conclusion: A strong relationship between ACEs and HIV risky behaviors was observed. These data demonstrate that stressors throughout life can have a significant effect on sexual behaviors during adolescence and adulthood.
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