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This study was done to understand the 

knowledge, attitudes and practices of 

health care workers on partner notification, 

factors associated with compliance with 

partner notification, and level of partner 

notification at selected sexually 

transmitted disease (STD) clinics. 

Study had 3 components. Component 1 

was a cross sectional descriptive study that 

used a self administered questionnaire 

among 22 medical officers and 10 public 

health workers attached to 5 STD clinics in 

Sri Lanka to assess knowledge, attitudes 

and practices on partner notification. 

Component 2 was a retrospective 

descriptive study to describe the burden of 

partner notifiable STDs in the same study 

setting and a case control study among 229 

patients with partner notifiable STDs to 

determine factors associated with 

compliance at STD clinic, Colombo. The 

component 3 was a secondary data 

analysis to evaluate partner notification 

services at above 5 clinics. 

All knew that gonorrhoea, syphilis and 

Chlamydia are partner notifiable 

infections. However, only 86.2% and 

96.8% respectively knew that vaginal 

candidiasis and bacterial vaginosisare not 

partner notifiable.  Only 83.3% and 90% 

knew that look back period is not relevant 

to genital herpes and genital warts 

respectively. 

Being married/co-habitant, NGI, last 

sexual exposure with marital/ regular 

partner and coitarche ≥ 19 years of age 

were significantly associated with 

compliance. Only 30.7% index cases have 

been interviewed at least once for partner 

notification and 8.05% of index cases had 

documented outcomes for all contacts. 

Contacts infected index for gonorrhoea, 

syphilis and NGIs were 8.1%, 6.5% and 

9.1% respectively. 
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