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Abstract
Objective
Anecdotal reports implicate Acinetobacter baumanii infection in pregnancy causes adverse maternal and neonatal problems. These range from preterm premature rupture of membranes (PPROM), ascending infection and chorio-amnionitis in the mother. The fetal effects like prematurity, sepsis, respiratory distress, meconium aspiration, jaundice, hypoglycemia, hypothermia and even mortality have been seen. We conducted a prospective case-control study to assess the maternal and neonatal effects of Acinetobacter baumanii infection in pregnant women with PPROM as compared to those with term labor.
Methods
Around 104 women with PPROM and 111 women in normal labor, had a vaginal swab cultures taken prospectively at admission into the labor room. Neonatal   swab cultures were taken from the axilla and ear of the newborn, at birth. All swabs were cultured on-to Acinetobacter selective agars and incubated for 24 hours at 37oC. Thel red colonies on CHROMagar, with  Acinetobacter were sub-cultured and identified by using the VITEK card (ID-GNA, Biomeriux, USA) on VITEK* 2 automated platform.
Results
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sixteen cases were Acinetobacter baumanii positive, with cases of PPROM being 7.69%, and 7.48% in normal labor cases. In the study group, 4 of the 8 culture positive cases delivered by a cesarean section, and all 8 of the term women delivered normally (p value 0.02). No pregnant patient reported any sepsis. Four babies of mothers with membrane rupture, and two babies of normal labor mothers had positive cultures. None of the newborns developed sepsis, as shown on the swab culture reports. 
Conclusions
Our data suggests that Acinetobacter infection is not associated with adverse pregnancy outcomes, in both normal labor as well as women with premature preterm rupture of membranes.






