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[bookmark: _GoBack]This paper focuses on the emergence of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). Although the AfCTA is still in its embryonic stage, the continent has warmed up to the idea and it has been dubbed as the tonic needed to transform the fortunes of the continent. It is also hoped that the facility will help transform the fortunes of women informal traders and thus bridge the gender gap in socio-economic development. The purpose of this paper was thus to explore the potential opportunities and threats to women informal traders on the continent in the context of AfCTA. The paper argued that the AfCTA policy lacks clarity on how it will promote the interests of women informal traders on the continent and that the women enterprises are likely to be hamstrung by a lot of factors particularly technological exclusion and lack of viable capital to compete on a larger scale. The paper also noted the potential of AfCTA in promoting sustainable transformation if women are given the relevant financial support and other capacity needs. 
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