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Abstract 
Background: Gastroenteritis is a cause of infant mortality all around the world, especially in developing countries. Many measures have been taken, but still a large number of children aged less than 5 years, suffer from gastroenteritis.
Methods: This descriptive type of cross-sectional study was conducted among all 122 infants who completed 1 year of age living in Bagha Upazilla (sub-district) under Rajshahi district from 1st May to 31st May 2017. Respondents were mothers of the infants. They were interviewed using a pre-tested questionnaire. Frequency distribution was seen, chi-square tests were done to find out the influence of feeding practices on gastroenteritis.
Results: Twenty four percent of the infants (n=122) were given pre-lacteal food as the first food after birth; 99% at 1 year; 43% of the mothers exclusively breast-fed their babies. Nearly two-thirds (62%) of the mothers started complementary feeding at the age of completed six months. Three-quarters (77%) of the infants suffered from gastroenteritis. It was observed that occurrence of gastroenteritis was higher (x2=20.11, df=3, p<0.001) in infants whose family members were more than 3 compared to those having less than 3. 
Conclusions: The prevalence of exclusive breastfeeding and introduction of complementary feeding at proper age was high compared to the national record. However, surprisingly, the proportions of gastroenteritis among infants were also high. By improving feeding practices of infants, hygiene practices by mothers, and improving the socio-economic-demographic condition with the help of the government, non-government and private organizations, this condition can be improved.
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