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ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methanol poisoning (Hooch tragedy) is a genuine medical, social and financial burden to society that may cause extreme ailment or demise. After methanol ingestion, focal sensory system impediments, cerebral confusion, tipsiness, queasiness, absence of coordination and perplexity starts. Within 10-30 hours of ingestion, symptoms may progress to loss of vision and metabolic derangements. Numerous outbreaks of methyl alcohol poisoning have occurred in various parts of India, causing significant mortality and morbidity. Total 91 cases were reported at tertiary care centre at Uttarakhand, India. Extensive post mortem study was done to see the post mortem changes in brought dead & post admission death cases. Out of 91 patients who reported to hospital all were males. The mean age of the patients was 37.7 years  between the age group 21-70 years. All patients belonged to low socio-economic status. Out of 91 patients, 4 patients were brought dead, 4 patients died within few hours of admission (early deaths) and 4 patients died between 10-45 days of admission (late deaths). Medico-legal autopsy was performed on all 12 deaths. In 8 autopsied cases opinion regarding cause of death was kept reserved till receipt of chemical analysis reports. Among late deaths, septicaemia was the common cause of death. Intra-cerebral haemorrhage involving bilateral basal ganglia and intra-thalamic region surrounded by necrotic tissues was found in one case. Section of optic nerve were sent for histo-pathological examination from all autopsied cases which revealed only mild edema. Demyelination or axonal necrosis was not present in any of the autopsied cases. Cerebral and pulmonary edema was present in all autopsied cases. Cirrhotic changes was present in 4 autopsied cases. Renal damage was evident in 6 autopsied cases. Mean weight of brain and both lungs among all autopsied cases was 1330gm and 1620gm respectively.  
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