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I. Abstract Body
Comparison of fingerprints by an expert particularly in an investigation of a crime helps the court for delivering justice. When fingerprints of an alleged culprit are available, an expert opinion regarding the fingerprints leads to uncover mystery about identity of the real culprit. It makes substantial part of an evidence and it is given due weight by the courts in the whole world. The reason is that fingerprint of a person is so unique and different in characteristics that it cannot match with the fingerprint of any other person throughout the world. To analyse fingerprints data is not a very difficult task for an expert because of its simplicity and universal recognition. The Supreme Court of India has for example, in Thiruvingada Pillai v. Navaneethammal [AIR 2008 SC 154] and Munna Kumar Upadhayay v. State of Andhra Pradesh [AIR 2012 SC 2470] has laid emphasis on authenticity of expert opinion regarding thumb impression and fingerprints. Likewise, in civil matters e.g. to sell certain property, make a gift or will, etc., fingerprints are also relevant to adjudge validity of the document. For example, to ascertain the correctness of document of agreement to sell certain property, experts' view about fingerprint was accepted by the Andhra Pradesh High Court in Medikonda Venkayamma v. Kolakaluri Peda Narasaiah [AIR 2014 AP 71] while disposing of the case.

Therefore, my submission is that opinion of fingerprint expert is very useful in administration of justice as with its help the real person in question is identified.
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