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I. Abstract Body
A main objective of the medical examination of sex crimes victims is to provide a competent evidence collection. Misconceptions regarding the likelihood of sustaining injuries following sexual assaults can have a detrimental impact on the justice procedures. If there has been a previous relationship between the victim and the perpetrator, the outcome of the forensic examination might appear different than expected. Materials and Methods: This study investigated the characteristics of sexual assaults in subjects who had been assaulted by individuals related, or previously known to them. It entailed retrospective and prospective study of 136 females and 24 males examined at the Department of Forensic Medicine, General Department of Criminal Evidence, Kuwait. Results: There was a close relationship with the assailant in 83.8% (114/136) of the female group (age range 3-51 years) and 70.8% (17/24) of the male group (age range 5-17 years), with no difference in preference between the two groups (p > 0.05). General non-genital injury was not significantly different among the groups (p > 0.05) and was present in 17.6% of the females and 16.7% of the males. Recent ano-genital injury; however, was more associated with males (p < 0.001) and was demonstrated in 16.9% (23/136) of the females versus 25% (6/24) of the males. Amongst the female group, such injuries were in the form of external genital injury in 5 cases, hymen injury in 10 cases, perineal injury in 2 cases, anal injury in one case and combined injuries in 5 cases. In the male group, recent anal injuries were confirmed in 6 cases, while old anal injuries were demonstrated in 14 cases. The findings of this report support the notion that whenever the perpetrator has a certain kind of relationship with the victim, ano-genital and/or general body injuries are not customarily found following sexual assaults, even when the victim had no previous sexual experience.
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