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I. Abstract Body (up to 250 words)
Background: In the United States, the first legal challenge that asylum seekers face is the “credible fear interview” with asylum officials. During this interview, asylum officials evaluate the credibility of asylum seekers’ history of torture/persecution and/or their fear of torture/persecution if they were to be deported back to their countries of origin. Many factors can lead to failure to pass the interview leading to denial of asylum.

Methods: Serial case study

Results: Eight asylum seekers were referred for psychological evaluation by immigration lawyers because they were deemed to be the most vulnerable (challenging) cases. After psychological evaluation, six cases were allowed to continue with the asylum process while two cases were denied asylum and were deported. 

Discussion/conclusion: There are many factors that can affect chances of gaining asylum in the U.S. These factors can be related to the asylum seekers or asylum officials.  Psychiatric evaluation can be helpful to immigration officials in the decision whether or not to grant asylum. We will review clinical points that influence chances of obtaining asylum. We will discuss these eight evaluations and how their clinical presentation correlated with the final asylum decision. 
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