GLOBAL MENTORSHIP IN FORENSIC AND DNA EDUCATION; A CASE STUDY WITH UNIVERSITY OF BENIN

Introduction; The University of Benin is a first generation University  domiciled in Benin City, Edo State in Southern part of Nigeria. The University established a Center for Forensic Programmes and DNA Studies since 2017 with first intake of pioneer students in 2019/20 session for a postgraduate diploma in Forensic Studies and DNA Analysis. The duration of the programme for full time is nine months while part-time is eighteen months. The mandate of the program was to enhance access to knowledge on  all aspects of forensics and DNA by accommodating diverse disciplines of applicants with such interest. This study focuses on the utilization of global partnerships to enhance human resources, improve infrastructures and sustain credible training in collaboration with our mentors. 

PURPOSE OF THE PARTNERSHIP
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 These shall include but not limited to:

a. Collaboration to provide forensic DNA training programs through University of Benin, Benin City.
b. Provision of forensic DNA analysis to the individual, law enforcement and judicial officers with University of Benin as a collection Centre for the samples.
c. Provision of highly trained manpower in forensic science especially forensic DNA analysis to staff of the University of Benin at a highly subsidized rate periodically.
d. Development of a Certificate and non Certificate Courses in Forensic DNA Analysis to be implemented by our partners in association with CFPDS at UNIBEN.
e. Provision of  forensic DNA equipment’s with special regard to the old ones that are due for  replacement either free or auctioned to UNIBEN. 
Methodology; Three key institutions were selected in United States of America and Canada for an MOU AGREEMENT for a period of five years.
Conclusion-[; The MOU is at experimental level after signing between the leadership of the institutions.


