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ABSTRACT

The subjectivity attached to forensic examination of questioned documents has been long debated. Although, the science relating to examination of conventional questioned document was widely practised in the twentieth century, it has now also evolved to address new era concerns of forgeries related to digital documents. While credit card and debit card frauds have spiked in the recent years, there is no dearth of forged documents that needs examination based on the handwriting and signatures of an individual. Thus, the importance of handwriting characteristics in the examination of questioned document can never be obsolete. One of the major issues faced by the questioned document examiner is to convince the findings of his reports, as there is no clear black and white system of forming the opinion; instead it wobbles around the grey area of dichotomous possibilities. Often the science of document examination is blamed not to be a perfect science or as a pseudoscience. Thus, there is need to include statistical measures to firm up the findings of a questioned document examiner, which is not always possible owing to absence of research data analytics and the pendency of cases. Thus, research studies related to these areas need to be accelerated to provide sufficient data analytics for reference which can be useful in the real case situations. The present study argues for inclusion of mathematical/statistical measures in an attempt to lessen the subjectivity in the opinion expressed by handwriting experts and enhancing the reliability and objectivity. Expert opinion is certainly not a number game or solely dependent on specific data sets, but such data analytics and statistical applications can definitely aid in the acceptability of the document examination report by the judiciary and scientific fraternity. 
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